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Japan Continues Whaling
in Antarctic Waters
There is continuing controversy
over the five Japanese ships that this
season completed Japan's 14th season
of whaling in Antarctic waters.
According to the Japan Whaling
Association OPA.) a total of 440 Minke
whales were taken during the three
month operation, one more than was
caught in the 1999-2000 season. The
Association said in a press release that
during operations in Antarctic waters
the vessels traversed some 35,000 km
of ocean and that in addition to the
Minkes caught, sighting surveys were
conducted, and biopsys taken in a
"non-lethal" manner from blue, fin
and humpback whales as part of the
"overall research objective".
Permits issued by the Japanese
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries for the 1999-2000 operation
had stated that vessels could catch up
to 400 Minke whales, but up to 440
whales of this species could be taken
if it was necessary for research pur
poses. A total of 439 Minkes were
caught during 1999-2000 compared to

389 taken during the 19981999 season. A total of 440
whales were taken this sea
son.
A large number of nations
and environmental groups
oppose the annual Japanese
whaling operations in Ant
arctic waters claiming that the
prime purpose of the voyages
is whale catching not
'research' as claimed by the J P A .
Some of the environmental groups
maintain that research on these ani
mals could all be done in a non lethal
manner, and that the research is a
front for commercial fishing.
Five ships are involved in the op
eration. The largest is the 7575 tonnes
factory/research ship the Nisshin
Maru. The "sighting" vessel is only
368 tonnes, while the three catcher
ships are between 720 And 812 tonnes
The JPA says that "the number of
Minke whale schools sighted during
[last season's operations] was the
highest recorded so far" and that the

Plans to locate sunken Endurance
Dr Robert Ballard, "Explorer in
residence" with the US National Geo
graphic Society, hopes to raise funds
to locate and photograph the remains
of Sir Earnest Shackleton's ship En
durance, which was crushed in pack
ice in the Weddell Sea and sank on 21
November 1915. An estimated US
$two million will be needed before
the expedition planned for 2001-2002
can be guaranteed. The money will
be used to hire the US Icebreaker Po
lar Sea, equipment and fuel, and a
support crew of 30. The Polar Sea
would leave Punta Arenas in late
January 2002, and if ice conditions
were favourable, would arrive at En
durance's position some 300km east of
the Larsen Ice Shelf in early Febru
ary. According to Ballard, the posi
tion of the ship has been pinpointed
to within a few square miles.
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Satellite imagery has shown that
the area has been almost ice free in
early February during three of the last
four years. A side-scan sonar from the
Polar Sea and a remote-controlled
mini-submarine, the Argus, will help
locate the wreckage, before a second
submarine, the Little Hercules, will be
sent down 3000m to photograph it.
Dr Ballard has significant experi
ence in deep-sea operations. In 1985
he was involved in the dramatic dis
covery of the Titanic at a depth of
nearly 400m on the floor of the At
lantic Ocean. He has also visited the
sunken World War 2 ships the Bismark
and Yorktozon, as well as the World
War 1 Lusitania.
If Ballard's Weddell Sea quest is
successful, only the hull of the Endur
ance is likely to be found as the ship
had lost all her masts, rigging and
funnel when it was crushed.

Greenpeace protest boats harassing the
Japanese zohaling fleet last season.
Photo: Greenpeace.
taking of 440 "poses no risk to the
population". It also claims that the
operations of the whaling fleet and
that of the International Whaling
Commission's Southern Ocean
Whale and Ecosystem Research pro
gram "provide the only long-term
whale research programs in the Ant
arctic". There is a growing drive,
however, especially in New Zealand,
to have a Southern Oceans Sanctuary
where whaling would be banned.
"'

*' ■

Santa from Greenpeace delivers its
message to a Japanese zohaling vessel.
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Jumbos Over South Pole

This coming season (2001-2002) a
South African Airways Boeing 747400 tour flight plans to over fly the
South Geographic Pole, making it the
fourth time this has been done by a
commercial operator. The flight will
be part of an attempt by a US
charterer to set a new record for an
around the world flight via the South
and North Poles.
The first record was set by a
Flying Tiger Line Boeing 707-049c car
rying 27 passengers in November
1965, which circumnavigated the
Earth in 62 hours 27 minutes and 35
seconds. The second South Pole over
flight was by Modern Air Transport
in a Convair 990A. The plane was not
involved in a record attempt, but
landed 68 passengers at Willies Field
near Ross Island, making it the first
commercial visit there. In 1977 a Pan
American Airway Boeing 747SP flew
over the South Pole from Cape Town
to Auckland with 172 passengers, set
ting a new Around the World via the
Poles record of 54 hours 7 minutes 12
seconds.
The current attempt is being organ
ised and marketed by US based Con
corde Spirit Tours, which claims the
record for both the fastest west bound
and east bound circumnavigation of

the globe along the equator set in 1992
and 1995 respectively using an Air
France Concorde.
The November attempt will be in
four legs, leaving New York 17 No
vember and returning there 2 days 3
hours later, breaking the current
record by three hours. The first leg
will be from New York to Rio
Gallegos in Argentina. The second
leg will be the 10,900 km from Rio
Gallegos to Perth over the South Pole.
From Perth the next leg will be to
Beijing, with the final leg to New York
over the North Pole the longest at
11,700km. The aircraft will fly at
around 11,000m and three types of
seats are available. First Class seats
costing US$14,500 will have full

sleeper beds. Business class will cost
US$9500, and Economy class will
have an empty adjacent seat for US$
7500.
Over flights of Eastern Antarctica
continue to be extremely popular.
During the 2000-2001 season six
Boeing 747-400 jumbos chartered by
Croydon Travel from Quantas carried
1700 passengers and 84 crew over
three and a half months. Croydon
Travel began their jumbo flights in the
1994-95 season and since then have
put on 54 flights carrying over 20,000
passengers and 1200 crew along the
coastal regions of Antarctica between
Mirny Station (Russia) and Cape
Washington in northern Victoria
Land.

ILLEGAL FISHING VESSEL SEIZED NEAR HEARD ISLAND
The 50m long fishing vessel the
South Tomi, registered in Togo, West
Africa, and fishing within the Aus
tralian Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) around Heard Island, was
seized by Australian Fisheries offic
ers 400 km south of Cape Town after
a 4600 km chase across the Southern
Ocean.
The Australian Fisheries patrol
vessel Southern Supporter sighted the
South Tomi near Heard Island 29
March 2001 and told the long liner to
head for Freemantle. But after agree
ing, the South Tomi instead made a
dash for South Africa with the South
Supporter in hot pursuit. Under in
ternational law foreign vessels that
are believed to have fished in a coun
try's EEZ can be pursued into inter
Volume 19, No. 1,2001

national waters and arrested pro
vided the pursuit is not interrupted.
An Australian boarding party,
comprising 40 military and fisheries
personnel, was flown to South Africa
and intercepted the fishing vessel
south of Cape Town with the help of
the South African Navy vessels Protea
and Galashezve. Ninety tonnes of
Patagonian tooth fish were found on
board the South Tomi, worth
US$750,000. Australian officials have
started discussions, which will lead
up to formal charges being laid. Both
the Spanish captain and the ship's
owners face fines of up to US$150,000
under Australia's fishing laws, and
the boat and tooth fish catch could be
confiscated.
The South Tomi is the fourth fish

ing boat to be arrested by Australia
in the Heard Island EEZ. The Pana
manian registered Aliza Glacial and
the Belize registered Salvora were ap
prehended in October 1997, and the
Seychelles flagged Big Star was
arrested in February 1998. A fifth
ship, the Falkland registered Mila was
arrested on its arrival in Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands, October 2000 and
was later heavily fined after being
seen fishing in the Heard Island EEZ
by the licensed fishing boat Austral
Leader.

Over the same three year period
French authorities are believed to
have apprehended close to 20 vessels
illegally fishing in French Southern
Ocean territorial waters.
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LANDMARK DECISION IN
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
The decision on 20 April 2001 of the
International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea (ITLOS) that flag States must
ensure they exercise appropriate juris
diction over vessels on their register is
considered by some observers as a
landmark in efforts to combat illegal,
unregulated and unreported (IUU)
fishing in waters around Antarctica.
The decision came as the South Tomi
was being returned under Australian
escort to Freemantle to face charges of
fishing illegally in sub-Antarctic wa
ters.
ITLOS made its ruling after hearing
a complaint by the central American
nation of Belize that the Grand Prince,
a fishing vessel on its marine register,
had been "inappropriately" detained
under the United Nations Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) Convention by France
following its arrest on 26 December for
allegedly fishing illegally in the Exclu
sive Economic Zone (EEZ) around subAntarctic lies Kerguelen.
Grand Prince left Durban, South Af
rica, early last December to catch
Patagonian toothfish and lobster, in
what were described by Belize as "in
ternational waters of the Southern
Ocean".
Belize presented evidence that it
had instructed the vessel "not to en
gage in illegal fishing and [that it must]
comply with all fishing requirements
and regulations applicable in the area
fished". No monitoring arrangements
were put in place, however, to ensure
Grand Prince complied with Belize's re
quirement, such as putting an accred
ited Observer aboard, or using a ves
sel monitoring system to keep track of
the ship's position by satellite.
Management of toothfish stocks in
sub-Antarctic and Antarctic waters is
being significantly undermined by
boats that conduct IUU fishing opera
tions in the area managed under the
Convention on the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources
(CCAMLR), or, in contravention of
conservation measures agreed to by
CCAMLR. A key focus of IUU activi
ties in recent years has been the subAntarctic islands of Kerguelen and
Crozet (France), Heard (Australia),
Prince Edward (South Africa),
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Patagonian tooth fish being the prime
target.
Following its arrest last December,
Grand Prince was taken under naval
escort to the island of Reunion, where
a court confirmed the seizure of the
vessel, its catch of Patagonian tooth
fish and lobster. The vessel remained
in port at Reunion pending the out
come of France's case against it.
After the initial hearings in Reun
ion a bond of $US1.5M was fixed for
Grand Prince's release. While high, the
figure is the only fine likely to be paid
should its owners fail to show up for
formal hearings of the charges laid
against them. It appears that despite
the time that has elapsed since the ap
prehension of the Grand Prince its own
ers have not yet been formally identi
fied. France has encountered similar
problems with most of the twenty ves
sels it has apprehended in its sub-Ant
arctic waters since the mid-1990s, and
sees the setting of large bonds as one
of the few real deterrents it has to pro
tect its fisheries.
Belize took its case to ITLOS in late
March and may have been confident
of the outcome given that over the past
eighteen months the Tribunal has sig
nificantly reduced the size of the bonds
requested by France for the release of
two other boats suspected of fishing
illegally in waters around its sub-Ant
arctic islands.
The first was in February last year
when the Panamanian registered ves
sel Camouco, arrested in the EEZ
around the Crozet Islands in Septem
ber 1999, was released on a bond of
$US1.2M, less than half the amount
originally set by the French; while in
mid-December the south-east Indian
Ocean nation of Seychelles succeeded
in having the bond for the Monte
Confurco, arrested in the Kerguelen
EEZ on 8 November 2000, reduced
from$US7.3Mto$US2.3M. These, and
other vessels arrested by both France
and Australia, are reputed to have re
turned to the CCAMLR region to con
duct IUU fishing operations as soon as
they were released.
Grand Prince appears to have a long
history of fishing in sub-Antarctic wa
ters. The Greenpeace vessel Arctic Sun

rise reported sighting the Grand Prince
in the Kerguelen EEZ in March last
year, while the Grand Prince and the
Arvisa 1 (the Camouco, renamed shortly
after it was released from detention
earlier in the year), were both operat
ing in Kerguelen waters last October
when the long liner Amur sank with
the loss of fourteen lives.
The two ships are believed to have
rescued twenty-six survivors from the
Amur and retrieved eight bodies, but
left the scene before French Naval ves
sels could reach the area to assist.
Those rescued were eventually landed
on the island of Mauritius nearly three
weeks later by the vessel Lena after
having been transferred at least twice
at sea to other vessels operating in the
region.
The full text of ITLOS's judgements
on the Grand Prince, Camouco, and
Monte Confurco cases and related press
releases are available on the ITLOS
web site at: www.un.org/depts/los.

Change in Treaty
Meeting Date
The 24,h Antarctic Consultative Treaty
Meeting (ACTM), originally planned this
year over two weeks in St Petersburg,
Russia, in late May to early June, was
delayed by the Russian Federation until
9-20 July.
ACTM 24 was initially to be held in
Poland May - to June 2000, but had to be
cancelled due to lack of funds. A special
ACTM was organised for September
2000, but as this was only one week in
length instead of the normal two weeks,
only a limited number of issues could be
addressed.
The annual meeting of the Interna
tional Association of Antarctic Tour
Operators (IAATO), which usually fol
lows the ACTM so that Treaty delibera
tions could be discussed with reference
to the tourism industry, was scheduled for
the first week in July, 2001, in the United
States. This meant that IAATO repre
sentatives to the ACTM would miss the
important IAATO meeting. IAATO
wisely rescheduled its meeting to 27-30
June.
Volume 19, No. 1,2001
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Incidents on the Ice
More information has come to
hand concerning three serious
incidents that were reported in recent
issues of Antarctic.
Australian adventurer Peter Bland
was seriously injured when an ava
lanche carried him over an ice cliff
into a crevasse 30 January 2001 only
eight kilometres from the end of the
traverse (Antarctic vol. 18 no 2, p. 35).
Bland had been part of a two man
unsupported traverse along the spine
of the Antarctic Peninsula from Hope
Bay to Charlotte Bay (Expedition
Antarctic Peninsula). He suffered a
fractured skull, pelvis, ribs and ankle
as a result of his fall. Bland was res
cued with the help a party from the
expedition's yacht Tooluka, which had
been coming to pick them up at the
end of the trek. The Marco Polo also
assisted in the rescue, and aircraft
from the Chilean national pro
gramme took the injured man first to
Chile's Presidente Eduardo Frei sta
tion on King George Island, and then
on to hospital in Punta Arenas.
Bland has no memory of the acci
dent, but is proud of the professional
way the rescue was handled by his
companion and friends. He has re
cently begun work again part-time,
and while his speech returned fairly
quickly and his broken ribs have
healed, he still suffers from numbness
in his feet and it may take several

months to determine if his hips will
return to normal. However, parts of
his brain, which were severely
bruised when his skull was fractured,
may never fully recover, although his
neurologist is optimistic that there are
ways around the problem.
Bland had been concerned over
media reporting of his accident, es
pecially the comments from Austral
ian authorities that the expedition
was badly planned and did not have
adequate insurance. Bland has admit
ted that he and his companion, Jay
Watson, were not formally insured,
as the fees of US$200,000 were be
yond their means. They considered
that the experienced mountaineers on
board the Tooluka were insurance
enough in the event of an accident.
The costs to Chile for the rescue from
Antarctica were about US$50,000,
which Bland hopes to repay in some
way in the future. Bland suggests
that an appropriate and affordable
insurance cover for small-scale ven
tures in remote areas of Antarctica
needs to be developed.
On 25 January a young woman,
Philipa Gregory, collapsed and died
from unknown causes aboard the
yacht 2014 (Antarctic vol. 18 nos. 3 &
4, p. 56). The yacht was on its second
voyage as part of the UK "Mission
Antarctica's environmental project to
help the Russian Government re-

POLAR PLATEAU
MARATHON PLANNED
Adventure Network International
(ANI) is planning the highest and
most southerly marathon in the
world for January 2002. The 42km
race will start near 89.5° in Ellsworth
Land and be run at an altitude close
to 3000m, ending at the South Geo
graphic Pole. ANI are planning for up
to 75 competitors, and the cost will
be US$25,000. All race registrants will
be medically screened before being
accepted for the race and will be
monitored during the acclimatisation
Volume 19, No. 1,2001

phase on the plateau before the race
starts. The race will not start until
there is a window of stable weather,
and snow along the flagged route will
be compacted by motor toboggans to
make running easier. The Managing
Director of ANI, Anne Kershaw, said
that her company had been working
towards the marathon for almost two
years, and has made a feasibility
study that includes a medical analy
sis of the effects of altitude, cold and
exertion.

Antarctic
move 1000 tonnes of rubbish from
Bellingshausen Station on King
George Island. Its leader is well
known Antarctic adventurer Robert
Swan.
The UK coroner's report indicates
that Philipa's death was directly re
lated to her diabetic condition.
Philipa had been an insulin-depend
ent diabetic since the age of five, and
she had been cleared to make the voy
age by a number of doctors, and sup
plied with a range of medicines and
testing gear. The condition became
an issue when Philipa, along with
other crewmembers, became seasick
when the ship entered Drake Passage.
After two days of sickness she be
came very weak and administration
of glucose had no effect and she later
died. The post-mortem report says
that Gregory's "unfortunate" death
"illustrates the problems of control
ling diabetes in challenging physi
ological situation (such) as prolonged
sea sickness". A trek to the South Pole
is being planned for 2002-03 by dia
betic expeditioners to raise funds for
research into early onset diabetes.
In July 1999, soon after the south
ern midwinter, a C-141 Starlifter left
Christchurch, New Zealand to air
drop chemotherapy drugs, X-ray
film, an ultrasound machine and
video conferencing gear at South Pole
station for an American doctor who
suspected she had breast cancer (Ant
arctic vol. 17, no 1). Dr Jerri Nielsen
was eventually evacuated to the US
in October 1999 with much publicity,
but before that had directed her col
leagues at the isolated base to per
form a biopsy on the lump. Once
back in America she underwent
surgery, four months of chemo
therapy and eight weeks of radiation
treatment. In November 2000 she had
a mastectomy followed by
reconstructive breast surgery. De
spite having written a best seller since
then called Ice Bound: A Doctor's In
credible Battle for Survival at the South
Pole, all has not gone well. She is now
divorced and estranged from her
teenage children. Neilsen continues
to receive an enormous amount of
media attention and has given nu
merous interviews, many of them on
talk shows, despite deploring the in
vasion of her privacy.
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Furthest South?
122

''ear Sir
he news item in the last issue
. 18 nos. 3&4, p. 54) on Kapitan
bnikov reaching " shipping's
pest point south" raises the
stion - was it?
he table (right) is taken from
publications of explorers who,
e the 1840s, have sailed far
th into the Bay of Whales re-

<Iotes to the table
Between the Erebus and Discovvoyages, comparison of their charts
s to indicate the Barrier
ceded up to 30 - 40 miles in
from previous position.
-+ Little America 1 is also m
ioned at "4 miles north ofFramheh
All future Little Americas were loca
\er north again.
XX Latitudes unknown o■
els reaching Bay of whales:
Myatt Earp and RRS Disc
7 Operation Highjump; .
ration Deep Freeze. However
jn consultation with Dr Harry
±(.eys (NZ) it seems the position of
these ships did not exceed 78 degrees.
The table indicates that
nundsen's Fram still holds the
ird when the Bay was very
ep" in February 1911 r'
i. At this time Amundse
aboard as Fram was leav
iter in South America, «_.
tundsen was at Framheim to
pare for his South Pole Marc
Jut not to detract from the bie
jsian "breaker's" achievement
78° 37'S, it could fairly be
lave reached "farthest soui
ship of "modern times".
is an aside, I was on
ebnikov's bridge with Dr Har
s when he establishe<
's position in a vastly che
of Whales, following the
breakout. The moment is c
"ibed in my new book "Tr
m the Great Ice Barrier... wri
a voyage to the end of
rid"
Sincerely,
David Burke,
) July 2001

Mg3 ;1 -'-\l*i =IW !H1S
Erebus
Ross
Souf

2/3 Feb. 1842

78.04 S

Discovery
Scott

26 Jan. 1902

78.36 S

15 Jan. 1911
15 Feb. 1911
2 Jan. 1929

Docked - 78.38 S
Sailing out-78. 41 S
78.34S++.163.56W

See left
11 Jan. 2001

78.37.5 S, 165.02.03 W

L

Shackleto
Fram
Amundsen
City of New Yo'
Byrd
XXX
K. Khlebnikov

From:
Rear Admiral J. A. L.
Myres CB
3 July 2001
Dear Sir,
As Glenn Stein observed in his cri
tique of British Polar Exploration and
Research in Antarctic vol 18, nos 3 and
4, the principal difference between
the new book and Neville Poulsom's
The White Ribbon, upon which it is
based, is that nearly two-thirds of it
is taken up with "mini-biographies"
of the 4000 or so individuals to whom
the two 19th Century Arctic Medals
and the 20th Century Polar Medal
was awarded. The object of publish
ing this account was both to bring
up-to-date and correct the original
volume but also to add some flesh to
the bones of the many men (and a few
women) behind the medals.
In attempting this, there have in
evitably had to be a lot of compro
mises. Amongst these were the
ever-present problems of what to
leave out in order to keep the book to
manageable proportions and cost and the latter has, I'm afraid, been
rather higher than we would have
wished because of its very specialist
nature and short printing run.
Stein's criticisms are fairly
widely-drawn, and some are cer
tainly justified, but whilst it would
have been very nice to include details
of all the polar ephemera noted in
auction catalogues against every
group or medal that was on the mar
ket in the 20th Century, I fear that this
was not a practical task.

It is quite true that inaccuracies and
omissions appear in the First Arctic
Medal rolls in the Public Record
Office, but this is the first attempt to
publish in one volume such details
about these medals that are so
recorded. Certainly there may be
some instances when a very late claim
for a medal has not been recorded in
the original roll, and there are cer
tainly cases where First Arctic med
als have been subsequently named by
persons, and to persons, for whom
there is no recorded entitlement. If
later issue and entitlement can be
proved, we will be happy to record
this in any later edition. In the mean
while our record remains "the best
available information".
We are delighted to read of the
Second Arctic medals of which Stein
is aware and we were not. Those in
private collections would not neces
sarily have been known to us, but
they are all grist to this particular mill
and add to the remarkably high sur
vival rate for this rare medal; with
only 155 awarded with 12 known
duplicates and including some, at
least, of Stein's, the survival rate is
just over 50%. We wonder how it
compares with other survival rates
for a "campaign" medal.
Turning to the extant Polar Medal,
Stein is disappointed at the lack of
information on polar service for
which no medal or additional clasp
was awarded. Short of requesting
curricula vitae from all living recipi
ents - even supposing that their
whereabouts were known - this
would have been an impossible task
and would, in any case, have made
Volume 19, No. 1,2001
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for a far weightier tome. As it was,
although the skeleton of each
"mini-bio" was obtained from the
London Gazette and other published
sources as well as correspondence,
much additional information was
gleaned from sources which are not
yet in the public domain.
Any book with a scope of some
4000 individuals and covering nearly
two centuries is likely to have gaps
in it. But, as Dr Laws says in his Fore
word - ".. .this book is an invaluable
source of information and, especially,
is a firm basis for further research into
'the men behind the medals' " (to
which, of course, he should have
added "women"). If we had done all
the research, there would be no fun
for anyone else!
As a pendant to the above, written
with Neville Poulsom's agreement, I
would like to say to readers in New
Zealand that a quantity of additional
information has been gathered to
gether in a second Addenda and Corri
genda; a very short first one should
have been included in the book be
fore despatch, and the longer second
one is, we hope, now being sent by
the publisher to purchasers whose
addresses are known. If anyone 'out
there' has not received either or both,
I will be happy to supply them on
request.
A final point - I was delighted to
read the remarks on Messrs. Ferrar,
Orde-Lees and McNeish (sic) in They
Were Made Welcome in June's issue of
Polar Whispers, as they contain addi
tional information on the first two
individuals, should a new edition of
our book be needed, it may be of in
terest that McNeish's name has been
consistently mis-spelled for many
years, including all expedition
records and now, it seems, his grave
stone. It should be spelled McNish, I have a copy of his birth certificate
and his Great Niece has told me that
she understands that his expedition
diary is signed "McNish" also. As he
was born on 11 Sept 1874 and died
on 24 Sept 1930,1 suggest that he was
aged 56. It is a mystery why he was
often described as "over 50" and "the
old carpenter" during the expedition
when he was in fact only 40 in 1914.
Yours faithfully
Rear Admiral J. A. L. Myres CB
Oxford
England
Volume 19, No. 1,2001
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CORRECTION
Max Wenden, who piloted World Logistics DC-3 aircraft last season, pointed
out that the caption for the Basler aircraft on page 38 of Antarctic vol. 18 no 2 is
incorrect as this plane is not the only ski-equipped DC-3 in the world. The plane
also featured on the front cover of the last issue of Antarctic.
Max writes: "There are still a few piston engine DC-3s on skiis in Alaska and
Canada. To the best of my knowledge, this is the only turbine conversion one.
Though people call the aircraft "the Basler" it's real name is DC-3 TP67 for
turbine powered with a dash 67 engine [the horsepower category of the Pratt
and Whitney engines]. Basler is the company who did the conversion. They
have now done about 39 of these conversions. There is also a company in South
Africa which does turbine conversions on DC-3s."

APOLOGIES
Apologies to Robert Stephenson who writes and maintains The Antarctic
Circle site on the Internet, from which the "Colourful Antarctic Tartan" and its
illustration on page 85 in Antarctic vol. 18 nos. 3 & 4 were sourced but not
acknowledged. The Antarctic Circle also provided information for three small
snippets in Polar Whispers.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Damage to Halpag Lloyd's tour ship Bremen was reported on p. 56 of vol. 18
nos. 3 & 4. The ship had been struck by a large wave in the south Atlantic near
South Georgia on 2 March. According to the Master, Captain Heinz Aye, it took
thirty five minutes to regain control of the vessel and not the two hours as
reported.
Captain Aye estimates that the wave that stuck his ship "was about 30 m [in
height]" and that it "covered the ship's fifteen bridge windows with a green
wall of water". He described the wave as "a real monster" like nothing he had
seen in nearly fifty years at sea, half of which have been in Antarctic waters.
A window in the centre of the bridge broke under the wave, flooding the
bridge with water. This resulted in the ship having no radar, navigation lights,
gyrocompass, echo sounder or primary VHF line of sight radio. Navigation
charts and other items were thoroughly soaked and unusable for some time.
The ship diverted to Buenos Aires, Argentina, for repairs.

The First Scott Base
The Editor's note at the beginning of Murray Mitchell's Scott Base article in the last
issue (p. 74) mentioned that Scott Base had been recognised by IPENZ as an important
New Zealand Engineering Heritage site. The award was actually given for the original
Scott Base buildings, not the rebuilt Scott Base as implied in the note.
Bob Norman, who was a former engineer with the Scott Base design team, has kindly
provided the following information.
Wording on the Bronze Plaque:
SCOTT BASE, ANTARCTICA
IPENZ recognises that this base and the scientific equipment it protects are an
important part of New Zealand's engineering heritage.
The building of Scott Base is a remarkable engineering achievement on the Antarctic
Continent. Designed without any precedent, the original buildings were prefabricated
and assembled in Wellington in exactly the same sequence which saw them erected on
site. The whole operation took one month, and the complex, built in 1957-58 to support
the two year International Geophysical Year programme and the Trans-Antarctic
Expedition, continued to serve the science programme for 20 years before rebuilding
began. The buildings were designed for extreme conditions of temperature and wind,
and the unique insulation properties of the walls provided ideal living conditions.
Continued on Page 100
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN:
Non-governmental work in the Antarctic
Blue One zvith
Fenristunga in the
distance. The
prominent peak is
Ulvetanna. Photo:
Max Wenden.

By Lisa Holliday
When a friend of mine suggested
that I might like to work for Adven
ture Network International (ANI), he
said, "for a company at the leading
edge of commercial travel in Antarc
tica, you might find a few rough
edges". A few seasons later, we were
standing looking at the smoking re
mains of our only HF radio after he
had made one of his rare bungles and
had crossed some wires from the car
batteries powering it. "Is this one of
the rough edges, Mike, or one of the
leading edges of improvisation?"
We were both working for Polar
Logistics, originally a sister company
of ANI, but now quite separate since
ANI became a subsidiary of the US
based company, Grand Expeditions.
Our base was Blue One, in Dronning
Maud Land, (about 71° S 13'E) and
we were here to provide a route for
government agencies to get their
personnel into their own bases. Our
role, in 2000/01, was to be a transit
lounge for our planes bringing scien
tists and support people from South
Africa. We would then fly them to
their respective bases at the begin
ning of the summer season, and get
them out at the end.
We also brought in, and were look
ing after, three ANI expeditions; pro
viding communications and rescue
cover for two South Pole skiing ex
peditions and two climbing groups
in the nearby mountains. With a Twin
Otter based with us in the early
season and the turbo DC3 after New
Year, we were also available for any
'go-for' missions that might crop up.
And a few did!
Polar Logistics transported an ex
pensive, tiny pottle of some much needed dye plus a UV light, from
Capetown to Mawson in early No
vember, which could detect cracks in
the Australian helicopters' rotor
head. On its return, the Twin Otter
called into the Japanese base, Syowa,
whose staff sent us a case of delight
ful Sake and some early Christmas
gifts!
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trouble to us at all.
We watched their
" progress with great

About this time it became known
that the Russian base,
Novolazerevskaya, was becoming
seriously short of food supplies due
to the late arrival of their resupply
ship. They were obviously embar
rassed by their plight. The South Af
rican base, Sanae, heard of their short
ages and sent a generous amount of
food supplies with our plane when it
collected our fuel from there. (The
Indian base, Maitri, also helped out
the Russians.) Because our plane was
the courier of these goods, they also
took back the thank-you gifts from
the Russians to the South Africans.
The choice of gifts and accompany
ing letter showed the deep sincerity
of the Russians and there were quite
a few who felt lumps in their throats
when the letter was read aloud.
One of the Norwegian bandwag
ons, traversing the plateau area south
of their base, Troll, needed a replace
ment gearbox to get home at the end
of the season. With not enough time
to get another bandwagon out there,
the Norwegians used our DC3 to take
the gearbox, engineer and doctor up
to the breakdown at 11,000 ft (3350
m). A slick three hours later, the gear
box was in and working, the dam
aged shoulder was tended by the
doctor and the plane took them back
to Troll. Of course, the Norwegians
were excitedly awaiting the news of
their two compatriots' crossing of the
continent and showed great confi
dence in them.
The Bancroft Arneson Expedition
relayed their position to us via a com
plicated route but was nonetheless no

interest, but as they
reached the South
Pole and continued,
we passed responsi
bility for their rescue back to ANI, as
arranged. The solo Slovenian South
Pole skier, Klemenc (or Stane, as we
knew him well, by then) didn't have
so much luck and because of various
difficulties and his very sound deci
sion making, he was picked up and
brought back to Blue One. He then
joined in whole-heartedly with the
strenuous physical work involved in
digging out of over three hundred
fuel barrels. Each one had been flown
in earlier to Blue One in the Twin Ot
ter, unloaded and stacked by our blue
ice runway.
These fuel barrels were our life
line, as each time the Illuyshin 76
came in from Capetown, it needed at
least one hundred and fifteen barrels
of Jet Al to top up the tanks to get it
back again. That's a lot of barrel
rolling and a lot of pumping! We had
four flights this season and if you
work that out, we were going to be
over a hundred short. It was solved
by the last incoming flight bringing
in fuel in barrels; emptied out of the
cargo hold and pumped into the
tanks, the plane was now empty to
fill with the passengers and cargo
who were leaving at the end of the
season in mid February.
Our fuel store had come in by Rus
sian ship in previous seasons and had
been taken from the ice edge to the
plateau behind the Russian Base,
Novolazerevskaya, by a convoy of
tracked vehicles. We had to fly about
400 kilometres on a round trip to bring
8 barrels per load with the Twin
Otter. The first trip involved a lot of
digging away of the ice encasing each
Volume 19, No. 1,2001
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barrel, heaving the barrel out of the
hole and then brushing off the snow
to put it in the plane. However, after
the plane left the first time; we were
starting the task of digging out the
next load, there was a deep rumbling
in the far distance and we could see
what looked like a tank approaching
us.
"The Russians are coming!" was
the cry, as though we could see the
cavalry coming to rescue us. Out of
this enormous, smoke-belching mon
ster, erupted a real motley crew. Some
wore regulation knee-length, black
leather boots, some wore felt slippers.
One guy had black welders goggles,
another had wrap around sunglasses.
All wore big smiles, however, and it
didn't take long to make friends. Soon
we were all digging furiously to get
the barrels out for the next flight. The
Russians were improvisers after my
own heart; they soon scavenged
wooden planks from their nearby
'summer base' to make the barrel rolling easier over the sun-softened
snow. Their doctor purloined a few
planks to make a fire and a cup of
black, Russian tea. "Just like home in
Siberia!" he toasted us all. He pro
duced a two handed saw and he and
Geoff Somers soon had a respectable
amount of sawdust made. His Eng
lish was excellent, as was the radio
operator's so we could exchange
stories with the others too. The one
with the slippers went home quite
wet in the feet, and sunburnt on the
face, and later admitted to needing
vodka to recover.
In the passing months, we saw the
Russians often and even enjoyed a
hilarious overnight party there, com
plete with flowing vodka, steaming
sauna and much singing. The ladies
had a sauna to themselves; presented
with the last green-leafed birch twig
bundle to do something with.
Their neighbours, the Indians at
Maitri, were superb hosts too. They
treated us to a wonderful curry lunch,
which helped the hangover brilliantly
the next day. They treated us to a very
detailed tour around the laboratories,
complete with interesting descrip
tions of the work done there. The
doctor was the first Indian female to
winter over and she shyly showed
her oil paintings to the female Polar
Logistics crew, accompanied by a bit
of welcome female gossip!
What else were we doing there?
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Antarctic

Russian "Tank"
bringing in
helpers to dig
out fuel barrels
for loading
and transport
by plane to
Blue One.
Photo: Max
Wenden.

We seemed to be the local cafe for the
helicopter from the Indian supply
ship. As it was a Helicopters New
Zealand craft and we knew the two
Kiwi pilots, it was good to see them
often. At one time two East German
scientists working with them were
doing some very interesting seismic
work in our area and were happy to
describe it, in perfect English.
During our busiest period, when
we had the five-person Norwegian
Inspection team using Blue One as an
entrance to Antarctica, we had sixtythree people in camp for 48 hours.
The much larger International Evalu
ation team looked at Polar Logistics
operation; our air transport, safety
procedures, accommodation, etc. Jan
Ealing Haugland from Norway co
ordinated the arrangements and used
Polar Logistics as the carrier and
accommodation provider. Our
Illuyshin 76 brought them from
Capetown and this plane stayed on
the blue ice runway for the 48 hours
whilst the visits to the many bases
took place. This meant the Ukrainian
crew stayed too and celebrated their
special day, 6 January, in true style
despite the fact it was the first time
they had camped!
Early on 7January the Twin Otter
left westward bound with a full pas
senger load for visits to Sanae (South
Africa), Troll (Norway), Aboa (Fin
land), Neumeyer (Germany), and the
joint Norwegian/German drilling
programme base at DML 5 on the pla
teau. The DC3 waited to see if the
weather to the East was clear enough
to get to Syowa (Japan) but when the
clouds and snow persisted, they, too,
left westward ho! Meanwhile the
Norwegian charted helicopter
(charted from a South African com
pany) took a film crew and journalist
to Novolazerevskaya (Russia) and
Maitri (India). Later, the same craft
took an Environmental Inspection

team there too.
Blue One was probably the most
international base in Antarctica last
season as we counted up that at least
19 countries had had representatives
there at some time. These were South
Africa, Britain, New Zealand, USA,
Germany, Norway, Sweden, Finland,
Australia, Holland, France, Belgium,
Slovenia, Canada, India, Switzerland,
Russia, Ukraine, Spain. As the own
ers of Polar Logistics are Scottish and
Australian, it was difficult to answer
the question we were often asked,
"and what country does your base
represent?".
We were a small staff at Blue One,
mostly just four of us and we had two
Aussie doctors join us for a month
each. The aircrew came and went, as
they do, so much of the time we were
flight-following wherever they went.
We enlarged our camp according to
the expected guests and grew from a
core of seven single staff tents plus
the large three-weatherhaven din
ing/communication/workshop tent,
to five extra weatherhavens plus
twenty-three extra two-man tents. On
some days you could hardly see the
tiny camp from the nearby nunataks,
some days we felt like a large, busy
airport!
The Belgium-led team of climbers
stayed three months altogether, with
one keen guy even coming in on the
early staff flight so he could set up a
meteorological recording station at
Blue One. This electronic gizmo uses
solar power and is currently sending
readings of temperature, winds etc.
via satellite to a website (see
www.thistle.org for a link). The
climbing was successful and well re
ported on Alain Hubert's website,
www.antarctica.com, as well as live
video footage sent to European Tel
evision. The team also continued
some of the scientific work first
Continued on Page 103
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OVER MY SHOULDER

A Dog Named Beau
By Frank Graveson
I was interested to read in Antarc
tic vol 17 no 3 the article by Jim
Lennox-King about the dog "Beau"
and his fate. I thought I knew the se
quel, but now realise just how much
we take for gospel the things we are
told when we know no better.
I went to Scott Base early in the
1962-63- season and was there when
Jim Lennox-King came South as
captain of Endeavour on its maiden
voyage on lease from the US Navy.
Partly by design and mostly by
accident, I became involved with the
dogs, and was introduced to them by
Kevin Pain who had just
wintered-over.
Two teams had already left on a
trial, running alongside the
new-fangled motor toboggans.
Kevin, with two more teams, was
about to head off with Harry Gair's
Northern Party.
Once they had gone, there re
mained only one experienced lead
dog - a doughty old codger named
Beau. He had had an interesting his
tory - or so we were told - which I
have often repeated. I now wonder
how much was myth. Our Beau was

reputed to have been a member of the
dog teams which travelled with
Fuchs from Shackleton Base to The
Pole during TAE. Before he could be
airlifted out to Scott Base with the rest
of the dogs, Beau escaped, resisted all
attempts to recapture him, and so had
had to spend the Winter outside at the
Pole, scavenging for food, and avoid
ing pot shots from nervous Ameri
cans. It all sounds very familiar.
Anyway, he survived to be recap
tured in the Spring, and was trans
ferred to Scott Base where he was
treated as a respected elder citizen.
He was far from the handsome, im
pressive Beau that Jim Lennox-King
knew, but his appearance supported
his story. He had short legs and a bar
rel chest, with a scruffy, mottled grey
coat, and large parts of his ears miss
ing as a result of fighting or frostbite.
He had a somewhat disdainful, su
perior attitude, but this last turned
out to be because he was losing his
sight, and he soon found it increas
ingly difficult to keep ahead, or even
up with, the young dogs he was sup
posed to be teaching. There was little
we could do but give him a well
earned rest, a good feed of fresh seal,

and a quick send-off to meet his
canine forebears.
It seemed a shame, but he was not
forgotten. He had fathered a son - the
spitting image of himself called
Johnny. Johnny was my lead dog in
Northern Victoria Land in 1963-64
where his abilities and exploits
amazed no less famous a doghandler
than Bob Miller. He was a very
worthy successor.
About the time that our Beau was
put down, some pups were born, and
to maintain continuity, we named the
black one Beau. He came out into the
field during the resupply flight at
New Year 1964, and became one of
the back pair in my team, and was
thus one of the last dogs to be intro
duced to pulling really heavy loads.
After learning that I was no longer Mr
Nice Guy, he worked well to earn his
keep. I realised that if I had run him
with a team before naming him, I
would have called him Calcutta.
I now find that the romantic tale
which I have long believed about our
old Beau, may be just that - a roman
tic tale. Reluctant as I am to give up
its truth, I must concede that Jim's
story of his Beau predates mine. I
wish it didn't.

The First Scott Base

a recognition of Antarctica's scientific
potential led to a decision to retain the
station, and it has operated ever since.
Today, only one of the original six build
ings remains, and while still in use, does
not form part of the major complex, which
has been built and developed since 1976.
The early years of experience of main
taining and running the original base
have been useful in developing the
current philosophy for the provision of
engineering in its broadest sense. Fore
most among the difficulties ever present
is the remoteness of the site from sources
of advice, supply and major maintenance.
This called for an engineering infrastruc
ture which had to be as simple as possi
ble with its elements easily-defined and
capable of on-the-spot maintenance, with
adequate back-up to avoid loss of serv
ice, and with top quality and reliable
systems in place.
A second feature of the engineering
environment has been the need to have a
very explicit and formal pattern of opera
tion and maintenance, and a highly

trained and competent base staff to
undertake this. This has successfully
operated in a regime in which most of the
staff have been completely changed each
season, and handovers have had to be
effected in a minimum of time.
Thirdly, the buildings and services are
called upon to operate without fail in the
most harsh and unpredictable physical
situations to be experienced anywhere in
the world. That they have done so summa
cum laude speaks well for the layout,
choice of materials and equipment, and
quality of construction of the complex.
Also what must not be overlooked are
the people who have used the base over
the years - literally thousands of scientists,
technicians, tradesmen, media personnel,
and visitors from all walks of life. It has
only been by a very professional approach
to managing all activities in the base that
wear and tear have been kept to a mini
mum, and environmental quality and
safety have been maintained at a very
high level.

Continued from Page 97
The work was undertaken by the Minis
try of Works for the Ross Sea Committee.
The Institution of Professional Engineers
New Zealand. November 2000.
CITATION
The Institution of Professional Engi
neers New Zealand, Scott Base, Antarc
tica.
A Significant Feature of New Zealand's
Engineering Heritage Citation Presented
to Antarctica New Zealand.
In 1957 it was decided to set up a New
Zealand Antarctic Station at Pram Point
on the southern end of Ross island. This
was in preparation for the Common
wealth Trans-Antarctic Expedition (195558) and the International Geophysical
Year (1957-58). The first base was opened
in January 1957 and had been intended
to remain for only three years. However,
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Adventurers in Antarctica:
The Untold Stories and Implications
A study undertaken to meet part of the
requirements for a Graduate Certificate
of Antarctic Studies, Gateway Antarc
tica, University of Canterbury,
Christchurch.
By Tui Elliott
Much has been written about
adventure trips to Antarctica. The
numerous and detailed accounts tend
to describe the adventure from the
participant's point of view, with their
expectations, achievements and dis
appointments being dominant - this
is as it should be. But seldom is refer
ence made to the impacts and impli
cations of these trips on the partners
who remain behind, and hold normal
life together, awaiting their return.
Perhaps without this 'silent' support
many adventure trips would not have
been as successful and meaningful.
The sacrificial support of partners
positively enhanced the adventurer's
experience. Meanwhile, what did the
men give up?
In an attempt to distinguish be
tween the personal sacrifices of those
who participated in the adventure,
and the partners who stayed behind,
a relatively small and accessible
group of adventurers and their part
ners was selected for interview. An
adventurer is taken to be someone
who travelled to Antarctica with the
intent to undertake a significant ad
venturous activity. This may or may
not have been the principle reason for
going to Antarctica.
Interviews were limited to New
Zealanders who had undertaken ad
venturous recreation in Antarctica
between the 1950s and the 1990s. The
adventurer had to have been away
from their home and partner for at
least four weeks as it was assumed
that issues concerning separation
would not be important for a shorter
period. The adventurers were to be
married or in a long-term relationship
so that comparisons could be made
between their perceptions of the im
plications involved. Participants
were interviewed separately to allow
for personal views to be put forward
freely Procedures used in the inter
Volume 19, No. 1,2001

views, data analysis and presentation
of findings were defined in the suc
cessful application for permission to
conduct research involving human
subjects. Most participants re
sponded openly and freely and were
willing to divulge personal feelings
and interpretations. On only two
occasions was it necessary to encour
age a response. On completion of the
interview participants were encour
aged to make contact if they wanted
to change or add information to their
account. Two interviewees did so. No
one withdrew from the study.
The preliminary study was limited
to 20 interviewees, but with the fo
cus on New Zealand male adventur
ers and their partners it was hoped
that some clear patterns could be dis
cerned and conclusions drawn re
garding the relative sacrifices of the
adventurers and their partners.

Sacrifices of the Adventurers
Permanent employment was
sometimes at stake. Some men took
leave without pay and suffered the
derision of their bosses who saw the
adventure as a serious disruption to
career and promotional prospects.
Some gave up lucrative work oppor
tunities in the film industry in order
to take up the special opportunity to
work and recreate in Antarctica. Yet
there were bonuses for others. The
Antarctic experience enhanced the
careers of mountain guides and re
search scientists and it often led to
return trips to Antarctica and new
adventures in other remote and de
manding environments. But for
most, the personal experience and
skills gained from the trip enhanced
their self-image, gave them more
confidence and made them more
interesting and better employees.
Leaving children was a significant
issue for all the men with children.
Balancing family responsibilities with
the opportunity value of the adven
ture created a huge dilemma. They
were aware of missing out on seeing
their children change and develop,
being home for Christmas, and being

involved in child raising. Although
these family issues were acknowl
edged, most of the men said they
would go on the trip regardless, as the
opportunity to work and recreate in
Antarctica was not be missed. Three
of the men left pregnant wives be
hind. The men believed they had
dealt with the family issues at the
time and trusted that their wives'
good management skills would allow
them to cope with the situation they
had been left in. Interestingly, three
men later reluctantly turned down
adventure trips to Antarctica and
other destinations, because their fam
ily situations had changed and they
were needed to support their wives
at home.
Being apart was an issue the men
recognised as creating a major disrup
tion in the lives of partners. For some
it was their first long trip away from
their partners, but the adventurers
believed the unique opportunity
available to them was not to be
missed, and was worth any inconven
ience. They believed their partners
were practical, adaptable and capa
ble managers, supported their trip
and had been involved in the deci
sion making process. This made the
leaving much easier and most did not
perceive the separation to be a major
concern.

Sacrifices of their Partners
The responsibility for raising the
children was generally accepted by
the women. This was considered to
be one of the greatest implications for
them. There were some advantages
in this as the children provided a dis
traction, kept them busy and meant
there was less time to dwell on the
separation. They made the necessary
arrangements and 'got on with what
had to be done'. Solo parenting be
came more of an issue when children
were sick and there was no one to
share the caring. With pre school chil
dren, the partners found that they
had no let up or space for themselves,
Continued on Page 102
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Adventurers in Antarctica: The Untold Stories and Implications
'no-one to pass a child to'. In fami
lies where the men had played a very
active role in raising the children,
women noticed the detrimental
effects of having to move from the
shared role to a solo role. It reinforced
for them that they would 'hate to be
solo parents'.
The women did support their part
ner's adventures. They were very
positive about the trips, proud of their
partners and happy and excited for
them. They were philosophical about
the separation; they didn't enjoy be
ing left but knew the men would be
easier to live with by having had the
experience. Consequently, they
planned how they would cope alone
and set about getting on with their
own lives. For some women it was a
relief to see their partners finally de
part so they could escape into their
own world for a change.
Although most of the women con
fessed to not having much knowl
edge or interest in Antarctica, they
did feel they knew what compelled
or attracted their partners to go. This
helped them rationalise the situation.
Even though they were involved in
the decision-making, they believed
the men would have gone anyway.
They viewed their partners as ex
plorer types who had a desire for ad
venture and a curiosity to experience
exciting new frontiers. The men were
all mountaineers, and the partners
knew about the call of the mountains
and had previously coped with many
two and three week trips away from
them.
Most women coped with the sepa
ration by keeping themselves busy.
Those with children were occupied
with raising them alone, while some
moved to be with family at this time.
Others developed strong links with
mother's groups and friends. Only
one woman felt abandoned and with
little support in an era when solo
parenting was less acceptable.
Women without children made a con
scious effort to fill the gaps in their
lives with more activities so they
didn't dwell on being alone. They
socialised with friends, organised
more trips away and took up new
hobbies. They all found Christmas
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to be a lonely time.
Loneliness was an increasingly dif
ficult issue for some, especially to
wards the end of a three-month or
longer separation. By this time there
was a craving for intimacy and the
close friendship that they were miss
ing. Such needs could have made the
relationship vulnerable. Other
women grew tired of having the bur
den of added responsibilities for fam
ily and having to be emotionally
strong all the time. They missed the
shared parenting. The lack of freedom
and space for themselves because of
this responsibility was an issue for
them

Reintegration Issues
Reintegration into the relationship
after returning home was an issue for
all couples. On returning, the men
felt reassured that their partners had
coped well and initially the reunions
were happy occasions. A flat and
sometimes stressful period often fol
lowed for at least two weeks, where
readjustments by both partners had
to be made. Re-establishing roles,
sharing responsibilities and decision
making were common problems.
Many took a holiday away to redis
cover their partnership. A few men
felt that the separation had strength
ened their partnership by making
them more appreciative of each other,
and more inclined to value their times
together. Some men who had spent
the winter in Antarctica found that
initially their children did not know
them - this was frightening and chal
lenging for them. They did not, how
ever, consider it to have had any longterm effects.
Role readjustment took some
women time to sort out. Having their
decisions challenged and relinquish
ing some of their newly found inde
pendence proved difficult. Routines
had changed and had to be re-estab
lished, resulting in an often stressful
and anxious time where marriages
were re-evaluated. The separation
enriched some marriages but created
stresses in others as threads were lost
and needs not met.

Reflections
For the adventurers the experience
was one where the benefits over
whelmingly outweighed the negative
aspects. Most felt that there were
wonderful outcomes for them and
that the 'costs' and lost opportunities
were worth giving up. Their trips
proved to be exciting adventures, ful
filling their needs to explore different
and seldom visited regions. The trips
were often said to be 'a dream come
true'. The urge of the mountaineer to
take on the challenges and risks in a
stimulating and demanding environ
ment was satisfied, and most felt very
privileged to have been in Antarctica.
Another important result of the
adventure for many men, was the
comradeship that developed from the
special experiences they had shared
together while in Antarctica.
Newly found personal space was
the greatest advantage seen by the
women whose partners spent time
adventuring in Antarctica. This gave
them opportunities to develop their
own individuality and self worth.
Getting out of the dependency mode
and being recognised as an individual
rather than someone's partner was
important to them. The freedom and
independence to make decisions
without having to make compromises
with their partners, to take up oppor
tunities socially, and have the flexibil
ity to change jobs and take up new
hobbies, were all considered signifi
cant benefits for them.
A great deal of pleasure for the
women was also gained from seeing
their partners living out their dream
and having their lives enriched by the
exciting and challenging experiences.
They felt happy for their partner's
successes, and excitement and pride
in their achievements such as making
first ascents of peaks, or writing suc
cessful books. Many felt the men
were easier to live with as a result of
the satisfying and fulfilling adventure
they undertook.
Most women agreed that the expe
rience enhanced their marriage. The
separation re-enforced the value they
placed on their friendship, each oth
er's company and the relationship
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they had together. The women, for
whom this was their first long sepa
ration from their partners, gained
great satisfaction from the realisation
that they had the personal resources
to cope and manage on their own. To
some this was proof of their worth,
and evidence that they were self-reli
ant, competent survivors. As well
they gained pleasure from hearing
the stories told, and the good friends
made as a result of the adventure.

Conclusions
There are significant differences
between the Antarctic adventurer and
their partners with respect to their
perceptions and interpretations of the
consequences of a protracted separa
tion. The men had basically made the
decision to go on the trip and as
sumed their partners supported them
and would manage while they were
away. The women felt that it was in
their best interests to support the trip.
Although they would have to take on
extra responsibilities and find it dif
ficult at times, they would cope and
get on with life.
The women's acceptance of the ad
venture and its consequences, might
be explained by considering the type
of women involved. Most were rela
tively young (under 30 years) and
adaptable, practical types who had
been involved in outdoor pursuits
themselves to varying degrees - from
tramping, skiing, rock climbing to
serious mountaineering. They had
some knowledge of the attraction of
the trip to their partners and knew
what it would involve as they had all
experienced the effect of partners go
ing away on shorter mountaineering
trips in the New Zealand Alps. Con
sequently they could understand and
manage the situation they found
themselves in without being too dev
astated.
Recognition of the role played by
partners in the adventures under
taken by men in Antarctica is signifi
cant and to date has not been clearly
recognised. The impacts and impli
cations of the Antarctic trips for both
the adventurer and their partners are
understudied. As a preliminary in
quiry this project suggests the desir
ability of a more comprehensive and
extensive study being undertaken in
Volume 19, No. 1, 2001

the future, involving a larger sample
of adventurers and different groups
of visitors to Antarctica. There is a
sense of urgency surrounding the
collection and recording of the per
sonal stories of older adventurers,
and of their partners in particular.
The adventures are mostly well re
corded, but the impacts felt by part
ners and the sacrifices made by them
remain largely untold. These stories
are important as they complete the
picture. Fading memories, ill health
and old age will hinder the record
ing of these life histories in the future.
Despite the passage of time, the
findings may also have a practical
application for institutions with staff
who spend protracted periods of time
in Antarctica. Identification of the
likely impacts and responses to issues
of separation, and increased under
standing of issues related to reinte
gration into mainline life and resto
ration of relationships can be of im
mense value to all parties involved.

THE OTHER SIDE
OF THE COIN:
NGO WORK IN
ANTARCTICA
Continued from Page 99
started by Alain Hubert and Dixie
Dansercoer on their successful 1997
Transantarctica crossing. Alain
Hubert and Rene Robert finished by
flying to Sanae from Blue One and
skiing from a drop-off point about
80kms from Neumeyer to the Ger
man base for exit with the German
supply ship. The Spanish team stayed
a month, in perfect weather, and plan
to make a film of their ascents in the
Fenristunga range.
All in all, a great varied season in
a truly exquisite part of Dronning
Maud Land, providing a unique serv
ice for tourists and governments
alike. We know that we are small op
erators, compared to other organisa
tions with plenty of money to burn,
but we felt we compared well in our
protection of the environment and
cost little to run. At the end of the sea
son, the DC3 left Blue One as a col
lection of wooden packing cases and
an ice cave. Nothing but a few bam
boo poles and a GPS position to show
where to dig next summer.

Adventurer Graeme Ayres took time off
from the Dept of Conservation to spend 3
months in Antarctica zvith a geological
field party in 1979-80. He is seen here on
the summit of Mt Glossopteris (2600m).
Photo: M Bradshaw.

HISTORY OF
VANDA STATION
Vanda Station was a rather special
place, set beside a frozen lake below
the sweeping flanks of the Dry
Valley mountains, remembered with
affection by both New Zealanders
and Americans.
It was established in 1968, but in
1995 New Zealand was forced to
remove it due to rising lake waters
and the fear of water pollution from
the station site.
David's book is an important record
of a significant period in New
Zealand's Antarctic Programme.
To order a copy, contact the
New Zealand Antarctic Society:
National Secretary,
P O Box 404 Christchurch 8015
NEW ZEALAND
Telephone: +64 03) 377 3173
Facsimile: +64 03) 365 2252
antarctic.soc@cvberxDress.co.nz
Price: $15 to non-members, $13
to members, plus $3 postage
and packaging.
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A SUMMER IN THE LARSEMANN HILLS
By David L. Harrowfield

Last summer was the 15th research
season at Law Base in the Larsemann
Hills, East Antarctica, for ANARE
scientists (Australian National Ant
arctic Research Expeditions). The pro
gramme was again co-ordinated by
Dr Jim Burgess of University College,
University of New South Wales,
ADFA (Australian Defence Force
Academy). Jim was born a New Zea
lander (Christchurch) but has lived in
Australia for the last 30 years. The
Larsemann Hills party also included
Ewan Mclvor, an environmental of
ficer with Australian Antarctic Divi
sion, surveyors David Hurd and
Arthur Moehrke of Hydro Tasmania,
Gary Johnston and Paul Digney of
AUSLIG, Australia's National Map
ping Agency, and myself as the sole
New Zealander.
The field programme that Jim and
I were responsible for was pretty
comprehensive. There was the com
pletion of a ten year water chemistry
sampling programme of fresh water
lakes; the sampling of contaminated
ground and waters for Dr Robert
Niven (ADFA); the examination of
geomorphology in selected valleys;
and the sampling of road surfaces for
break-down of sediment and data on
rock hardness. We also made a de
tailed study of human impact for a
management plan, undertook sur
veys using GPS to assist future map
ping, and downloaded data from a
Chinese tide gauge.
Regular news bulletins written by
Dr Jeremy Smith, leader of Davis Sta
tion, were forwarded to the families
of expeditioners about to leave for
Antarctica. For the expeditioners
themselves there was a comprehen
sive medical examination and train
ing at Bronte Park near Hobart and a
'Release and Indemnity' form to be
signed. With some effort a fine green
and gold ANARE pennant was made
for the party by Monika Gerdes.
Once the season had begun, monthly
colour newsletters were forwarded to
families at home by Mary Mulligan
of Human Resources Division in
Kingston.
After a clothing issue by Don Reid,
expeditioners on Voyage 4 had a
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festival like farewell when RSV
Aurora Australis (Captain Les Mor
row) left Fremantle, on 20 November.
The Aurora Australis is a Lloyds Ice
Class 1A Super Icebreaker chartered
for logistics and science support by
the Australian Antarctic Division
from P&O Polar Australia Pty Ltd.
Voyage 4 Leader was John Brooks,
with Jenny Whittaker as Deputy
Voyage Leader.
The first stop was Heard Island
where field personnel were landed at
The Spit, and also at Atlas Cove, the
site of the first ANARE station in
1947. Sealers had been here in the
early 1800s and the area is a desig
nated heritage site. Before leaving
Heard Island an excellent hut, made
from a polythene water tank, was
towed to the ship by Zodiac. Next
morning there was a rare but brief
sighting of the island's highest point,
Big Ben (2745 m).
At Latitude 49°S a buoy was put
over the side that would record and
transmit meteorological, ocean cur
rent and temperature data for about
two years. Shipboard field training
including knots and glacier travel,
while help was given daily for
oceanic bird observations, and every
second day to 'spud bashing'
(vegetable preparation) in the galley.
The Husky Bar and cafeteria were
used for several social events, includ
ing a quiz to raise funds for the ships
charity, Camp Quality, which sup
ports children suffering from cancer.
Iceberg Alley was entered on 4
December, and surrounded by 70
stranded bergs and numerous Em
peror and Adelie penguins, the ship
docked at the ice edge. Two Helicop
ter Resources long-range Sikorsky
S76A twin-engined aircraft were used
to exchange winter staff at Mawson
Station.
The Aurora Australis then pro
ceeded to Davis Station, Australia's
main scientific base, which backs onto
the ice-free Vestfold Hills. Davis is a
large well laid out facility measuring
roughly 300 m x 150 m. The summer
staff averages betwen 60 - 65, al
though at times the population
reached 90. Twenty three of the sum
mer party are currently wintering
over.

We were sorry to leave our ship
board friends, including Chief Stew
ard Shaun Patrick McQuaid who had
provided us with a few treats for the
field, but on 10 December we were
flown ashore. Before long I was
standing on the oldest rocks I had
ever seen in Antarctica, Archaean in
age and about 2500 million years old.
That same afternoon we were flown
to Law Base, a summer only station
100 km south-west of Davis. The
flight along the coast over the inner
Rauer Islands, Sorsdal and other gla
ciers, must be one of Antarctica's fin
est scenic flights. Further flights over
the next few days would transport
our equipment, food, fuel, and two
quad motor bikes with a trailer.
The Larsemann Hills are located at
69° 30' S, 74° 20'E on the Ingrid
Christensen Coast of Princess Eliza
beth Land. They were discovered in
1935 and named by Captain Klarius
Mikkelson in the Thorshan. The
Larsemann Hills cover 35 km2 and
consist of two main peninsulas and
islands. The western region is named
Stornes and the eastern region
Broknes. The area, parts of which
were ice free during the last glacial
maximum 18,000 years ago, is lowlying and consists of highly metamor
phosed Proterozoic rocks 800 million
years old. It is a spectacular weath
ered landscape and has 150 freshwa
ter lakes and ponds, glacially cut val
leys, fjords, hills rising to nearly 300
m and glaciers. Two kilometres away
lies the edge of the Polar Plateau.
The Larsemann Hills are about ten
degrees further north when com
pared to Ross Island and is relatively
mild. Summer temperatures range
from +4 to +10°C, while the winter
mean is -15 to -18°C. Precipitation is
normally below 250 mm water
equivalent. A predominant local
phenomenum is the strong gusty
katabatic wind, which in summer
usually blows strongest between
23:00 and 02:00 hours, then drops
by 11:00 hours.
The Australians, Russians and Chi
nese have all shown an interest in the
Larsemann Hills area. Dr Phillip Law,
who was Director of ANARE be
tween 1949-1966, first visited the re
gion in 1954. The first hut at the AusVolume 19, No. 1,2001
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Lazv Base in the Larsemann Hills, December 2000.
tralian Law Base was erected by
Davis Leader, Rob Easther, in Febru
ary 1986. According to Tim Bowden
(The Silence Calling, 1997), the estab
lishment of Law Base was "blatantly
territorial and political".
In October 1986 Reid Hut (the
mess) was added to Law Base, while
during the same season the Soviet
Antarctic Expedition formed an air
strip on the Polar Plateau and built
Progress 1. This was occupied by
Russian wintering parties in 1988 and
1989, then the station was dismantled
and Progress 2 was established.
Other huts were added to the Aus
tralian base, while in February 1989,
Zhong Shan Station was built by the
5th Chinese Antarctic Research Expe
dition (CHINARE), named for Sun
Yat Sen (1867-1925), a much revered
nationalist leader. The three national
stations are no more than one kilome
tre apart from each other.
Law Base presently consists of a
prefabricated mess hut, two 'apple'
huts, one formerly a radio hut and
now used as a laboratory, and one for
accommodation and tools. Two
larger 'melons' and a 'zucchini' pro
vide accommodation. A garden shed,
affectionately named Bleasel Hut
after a former Director, houses the
generator and toilet, and has a spec
tacular view over the brown land
scape towards grounded icebergs in
Nella Fjord.
Lake Reid, named for Don and, a
smaller lake Sarah Tarn, named for
Sarah Easther, are close to the base.
Apart from the view, the proximity
of water was the main reason for
putting the base where it is. Unfor
tunately the nearest lake, Sarah Tarn,
Volume 19, No. 1,2001

was found to be too saline for drink
ing water. With its aerial masts, Law
Base reminded me a lot of New Zea
land's former Vanda Station in the
Wright Valley South Victoria Land.
During the 2000-2001 summer sea
son when I was at Law Base 18
Chinese, who had wintered over,
were led by Mr Liu Shu Yan, while
16 Russians, who had also wintered,
were led by Mr Sergei Borzenkov.
After arrival on base our first du
ties were connecting up the radio,
turning on the gas, opening roof
vents, collecting ice and raising the
national flags of Australia, China,
Russia and New Zealand. A briefing
was then held with 'food tasting'
(field training) officer Bill Baxter and
instruction was given with radios,
carbon monoxide detectors and fire
appliances. We had already familiar
ised ourselves with a few words in
Mandarin and Russian from a phrase
book. Next morning when I entered
the mess hut, I greeted Jim with
"Dobraden", which would have been
better as "Nihau", as Mr Cong Kai the
Zhong Shan Deputy Leader had
made an early morning call. He was
very pleased to see Law Base occu
pied again.
Field training began immediately
with four days of instruction, includ
ing detailed first aid with an empha
sis on the contents of the ANARE first
aid and field manuals, and scenarios
of accidents on the sea ice and with a
quad motorbike. A combined SAR
(Search & Rescue) and navigation
exercise was simulated with radio
communication between parties and
the base station. A debrief was held
after each exercise and later, an

'ANARE Passport' was issued which
recorded the completion of field train
ing.
The work programme began in
good weather and we had excellent
co-operation and assistance from our
Chinese and Russian neighbours. For
the sampling of contaminated sites
we had a 'mobile laboratory' that con
sisted of a trailer and quad driven by
carpenter John Travis. Further work
was done in one of the 'apples' at Law
Base, after which all samples were
frozen in a portable freezer and flown
to Davis.
Once the snow had melted, travel
was relatively simple and we began
geomorphological research in the val
leys near the station. The disappear
ance of snow also helped the survey
ors, who at times used a helicopter
on Broknes and Stornes. Sampling of
many lakes was done largely on foot.
For his work Ewan, traversed much
of Broknes by foot, sometimes run
ning. A digital photographic record
was collected by Ewan and
downloaded onto a laptop computer.
At all times care was taken not to
walk in sensitive areas colonised by
lichens, mosses and algal mats, and
any disturbance to the ground was
carefully restored.
An interesting supplementary
project involved sending diary en
tries and reports by e-mail to Annette
Booth for schools in Australia; to Lee
Ayers at Antarctic Adventure in Ho
bart and to Lindsay Johnston at the
Antarctic Visitor Centre in
Christchurch.
There were numerous examples of
co-operation between the three na
tions. These included a survey of No
Worries Lake from which the
CHINARE water was drawn, and re
pairs by Davis comms technical of
ficer Mark Tell, to their UHF phone
system. Jeremy Smith arranged for
the Russian personnel to pay a spe
cial visit to Davis, and one day, Ant
arctic legend 'Rookie' (Allen Rooke)
arrived with an Inmarsat M phone
system. This enabled each man at the
Russian Progress 2 to make their first
contact with home for 12 months.
Because of delays in the resupply of
the Chinese and Russian stations,
Davis Station and Law Base were able
to help out with supplies of fruit,
Continued on Page 108
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The Voyages of the Discovery:
The Illustrated History of Scott's Ship
By Ann Savours (Chatham Publishing London, 2001), £20.
Reviewed by David L. Harrowfield
This year marks the centenary of
the National Antarctic Expedition
1901-04, led by Commander Robert
F. Scott RN. It is therefore appropri
ate that this important event in the
history of Antarctica's human herit
age, be marked with publications
such as the scholarly Antarctica
Unveiled by David Yelverton FRGS
(University Press of Colorado 2000)
and now, a new edition of Ann
Savours earlier work.
Ann Savours is well known in the
Antarctic literature. Her splendid
first edition of The Voyages of the Dis
covery (Virgin Books 1992), is now
sought after by the serious collector
of Antarctic books. In this new
abridged and well-illustrated edition,
the aim has not been to provide a de
tailed treatise of the Discovery nor of
the expeditions and other activities
with which the ship was associated.
This is covered in greater detail in
Ann Savour's earlier work.
Ships are like people. They have
their own personality and while we
read a great deal about people in Ant
arctic history, few accounts seem to
focus on expedition ships. The

not been used previously. Clear maps
and diagrams add considerably to the

mous ship associated with the 'heroic
era' of exploration (1895 -1917).
When I received the book from the
publisher, I immediately began com
paring the new edition with the first
and soon discovered what a fine job
had been done with the abridgement.
Extracts from historic diaries, the au
thor's intimate knowledge of the
expeditions, the ship and nautical
matters generally have been skilfully
blended to create a very readable ac
count.
I found it difficult to put the book
aside. It is lively yet informative and
enhanced by good clear layout and
reproductions of works of art and
photographs, many of which have

attractive book.
To me personally, some sections
were of great interest. While being
familiar with the major Antarctic ex
peditions in which Discovery played
a significant role, I again found very
interesting the ship's activities in the
Northern Hemisphere. Specifically
the period with the Hudson's Bay
Company, operations during the
Great War and the subsequent South
Russian venture. Also the time when
Discovery was berthed in London and
the move to her final resting place,
Dundee, where she had been built
and her on-going conservation by the
Dundee Heritage Trust, nicely round
off Ann Savour's book.

r\i

....

.

•

i

i_l„ji..«-1

«.,^tC,

i#es of i.

As one who, in the
company of David
Yelverton, was deJT\ T7 lighted to make my
[ ^ fi r s t v i s i t t o D i s c o v e r y
Point in 1996 and to
be shown over Dis
covery by Ship's Man
ager Hugh Scott, this
book has again
helped me relive that
special experience.
While there is a
good index, I felt at
least a brief bibliogra
phy of important rel
evant Antarctic and
other literature could
have been included.
While this may disap
point some histori■J ans, because the book
is perhaps aimed at
the general reader,
this is a minor point.
Ann Savours and the
publishers have again
made available, a useful book that
should be on every collector's shelf
and this year in particular, placed in
most libraries. This new edition of The
Voyages of the Discovery is a welcome
addition to the literature and the au
thor and publishers are to be con
gratulated.
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The Illustrated
History of
Scott's Ship r
Ann Savours
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David Harrozvfield is a geographer
who has a special interest in Antarctic
history. He first went south in the 197475 season. Since then he has spent a lot
of his time in Antarctica, assisting zvith
the conservation of historic huts and pub
lishing zvidely on this. His latest visit
zvas made last summer as a scientist zvith
ANARE, to the Larsemann Hills in East
Antarctica. These days he is occupied
zvith numerous Antarctic research
projects.
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Ernest Selwyn Bucknell
28 October 1926 -14 March 2001
Selwyn (Buck) was born in Upper
Hutt and after completing his second
ary education at Hutt Valley Memo
rial Technical College entered an ap
prenticeship with New Zealand Rail
ways qualifying as a Fitter and Turner
and Toolmaker. Selwyn was brought
up with a great love for the outdoors
with hunting and fishing right on the
doorstep. He also developed a life
time interest in competition wood
chopping at this time and became a
foundation member of the Upper
Hutt club.
One sunny day in 1950 he looked
through the grimy workshop win
dows at the pristine hills and thought,
"Bloody hell, what am I doing in
here"? He immediately applied for
and was accepted as a deer culler with
the Wildlife Division of the Depart
ment of Internal Affairs. This was the
beginning of a lifetime dedicated to
the care and hands-on management
of our environment and wildlife.
After culling for several years he was
transferred to a possum and wallaby
control programme.
Early in 1956 Selwyn unsuccess
fully applied for the position of Base
Diesel/Electrical Mechanic with the
New Zealand Ross Sea party of the
Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic Ex
pedition. However he was selected as
the cook and seconded from Wildlife
Division. He then went on an inten
sive period of Chef training with the
New Zealand Army cooking school
and various Government Tourist Cor
poration hotels, with a final course on
bread making using low temperature
yeasts at the Wheat Research Institute
in Christchurch.
He travelled from New Zealand to
Antarctica on the United States ice
breaker Glacier and set up a camp
kitchen at Pram Point before moving
into the almost completed Scott Base
mess hut on the 19th January 1957.
Selwyn cooked for all the shore based
personnel seven days a week until
Scott Base started its winter routine.
Then, and only during the winter, he
had Sundays off! His culinary skills
were never found wanting and his
Volume 19, No. 1,2001

Selwyn Bucknell holding a rare
Kakapo on Maud Island. Photo
courtesy Jean Bucknell.

bread making was exceptional. Sir
Edmund proudly affirmed that he
considered "Buck to be the most im
portant man on the expedition".
On one memorable occasion he
used his machining skills to
flabbergast the Americans at
McMurdo. They had brought over an
oversize axle for a D8 tractor, which
they could not machine to fit in their
own workshop, in the hope of engi
neering assistance at Scott Base.
Selwyn and Ted Gawn, our radio op
erator, were the only expedition
members left on the base. Every one
else was in the field. Eventually a
Naval Warrant Officer found Selwyn
asleep by his stove and enquired as
to where he could find an engineer.
He was somewhat bemused by
Selwyn's reply they were both away
from base driving tractors to the Pole.
Selwyn then asked what the problem
was and without admitting to any
engineering skills offered to look at
the axle. With obvious misgivings the
warrant officer watched Selwyn
measure and fit the axle into our small

workshop lathe with a bed that
was only long enough to turn
half its length. Selwyn built a
special tool and with a dead
pan expression quickly turned
half the axle to the desired di
ameter, reversed the axle in the
lathe and repeated the proce
dure, double checked the
measurements and polished
the finished work. The warrant
officer was stunned when he
asked Selwyn what his job was
at Scott Base - "Oh I am just
the cook"! The axle fitted, did
its job and added to the myth
"Goddamn Kiwis can do
anvthing".
On the 14th January 1958
S e l w y n fl e w o u t t o t h e
Westhaven Nunatak to join
Harry Ayres and Roy Carlyon
with their dog teams and spent the
next seven days descending the full
length of the Darwin Glacier.
After returning from the TransAntarctic Expedition Selwyn married
and resumed his career with the
Wildlife Division, becoming involved
in the management of New Zealand's
first successful Canada Goose control
programme. In 1984 he was ap
pointed Manager and Keeper of the
Maud Island Wildlife Reserve with its
ongoing Takahe breeding pro
gramme, Kakapos, Giant Wetas and
Hamilton Frogs. He retired in
Havelockinl991.
In recognition of his services in the
Antarctic he was awarded the Polar
Medal, presented with the Royal Geo
graphic Society's Bronze medallion
commemorating the Trans-Antarctic
Expedition and had a mountain ridge
on the south side of the Darwin Gla
cier named for him.
Selwyn is survived by his wife Jean
and their daughters Wendy, Susan
and Ann.
By Bill Cranfield
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A SUMMER IN THE LARSEMANN HILLS
Continued from Page 105
vegetables, meat and fish.
Domestic duties, such as cooking,
cleaning up, waste disposal and re
cycling, were shared by all members
of the party. Jim baked excellent
bread each day in the small gas oven
and some interesting meals were pre
pared. Radio scheds with Davis were
shared and took place daily at 08:00
and 18:00 hours, with pre-dinner
drinks, biscuits, cheese, pickled on
ions and gherkins being enjoyed be
fore the evening sched.
The days were usually long and
work continued well into the
evening. Before the katabatic began
there were opportunities to go walk
ing in nearby valleys or along ridges.
On bright sunny days, some of the
rocks sparkled richly in the sunlight
with red garnet crystals. Whatever
the weather, Ewan always took a pho
tograph of the base every evening
from a nearby hilltop, producing a
unique record of the local environ
ment.
Late in the summer, with the sun
low in the sky, the rocks became a
brownish orange and the Dalk Gla
cier, Polar Plateau and icebergs
showed delicate shades of green and
blue. Occasionally we saw atmos
pheric phenomena such as sun dogs.
The silence, especially in some of the
valleys, was idyllic, although at times,
this was broken with the deep boom
ing of ice calving from the Dalk
Glacier or from icebergs. There was
ample scope for photography.
Evenings in the mess hut in the
warmth of the gas-powered heater
and the glow of a hissing gas lamp,
were spent playing euchre, which I
often lost, swapping stories, complet
ing the daily entry in the log book and
writing diaries or e-mail for the next
inbound helicopter. Twice we heard
a Cape Adare field party over 3000
kms away speaking with Scott Base.
A number of important social
events were shared with our neigh
bours during the three months that
Law Base was occupied. These in
cluded Christmas, New Year, the
Chinese Spring Festival (Chinese
New Year), Australia Day and the an
niversary of the Russian expedition.
On Christmas Day we were enter
tained with Russian love songs from
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International friendship in Reid Hut, Lazv Base, on Australia Day 26 January 2001
L-R: Mr Sergei Borzenkov, Leader Progress 2 Station; David Harrozvfield; Dr Jim
Burgess; Mr Liu Shu Yan, Leader Zhong Shan Station
sian expeditions were often encounSasha (Alexsandr) Petrov, one of the
tered out walking or engaged in work
two station doctors and from Genna
or research. One afternoon a large
(Gennadij) Nikolaev, the communica
Russian tracked vehicle, affection
tions officer. Decorations hung along
ately termed a 'Landroverski', broke
side the ANARE pennant, presents
down near Law Base. The repair
were exchanged and attempts were
party included Sasha, Genna, Deputy
made to sing Christmas carols.
Chief Vladimir Ravikov, and father
On Australia Day a well prepared
and son mechanics, Victor and
lunch included Scotch eggs, pizzas,
Vladimir Smirnoff. Jim and I were
cold curries, cheese and salami, bowls
soon offering tools, wielding a sledge
of jaffas (eaten with chopsticks is in
hammer and recommending a board
teresting) and fruit salad. We had
be placed under a jack, to prevent the
four Russian visitors from Progress 2
personnel carrier from sinking into
and eight Chinese visitors from
the sandy road. With a new bearing,
Zhong Shan. We had a lot of presen
the track back on and a can of
tations, speeches, toasts and photog
Victoria Bitter given to each man, the
raphy. We heard that at Davis there
job was successfully completed.
was a lively 'Australian Antarctic
Helicopters flown by veterans
Citizen' naturalisation ceremony for
Leigh
Hornsby and Adrian Pate and
non-Australian citizens.
engineers Darren Hornsby and Pete
During the season we often had
Galloway, frequently stopped by to
Russian or Chinese visitors arriving
drop off Davis personnel and scien
after dinner. This might lead to the
tists and to collect waste materials
enjoyment of a glass of low alcohol
and samples. Many visitors stayed
Chinese Reeb (beer), or, as on one
one or two nights and were very help
evening, a lesson on writing our
ful with our work programme. The
names in Chinese. The welcome was
pilots enjoyed morning smoko and
reciprocated by our neighbours, who
Jim's still warm bread with cheese or
operated on a time two hours earlier
salami and a brew.
than that observed at Law Base and
Ken Barrett the Davis engineering
Davis Station. On Saturday evening
services supervisor was one visitor
at Zhong Shan, for example, a shower
who spent several days with us.
might be enjoyed, followed by a meal
Early one morning Kenny knocked
and the occasional table tennis or vol
on the door of my 'donga' (sleeping
leyball game. While on Sunday at
hut). "A good morning to go shop
Progress 2 lunch might be followed
ping", he said. With the katabatic
by a sauna, a very Russian experi
blowing, we set off on a quad and
ence. Interstation volleyball and
went over Heartbreak Hill to an de
table tennis competitions were also
funct Mil-8 helicopter. With Sergei's
held.
earlier permission and considerable
Members of the Chinese or RusContinued on Page 109
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Pobjoy Mint Coins Commemorate
Shackleton's Journey
Pobjoy Mint, Europe's largest pri
vate mint, has struck a commemora
tive crown coin depicting Sir Ernest
Shackleton on behalf of the Govern
ment of South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands. The £2 Shackleton
has been struck in Unc Cupro Nickel,
Proof Sterling Silver and Proof ±oz
999.9 Gold. The Proof Sterling silver
and Proof ±oz 999.9 Gold editions
have been struck to the famous
Pobjoy proof finish and are strictly
limited editions of 10,000 Proof Ster
ling Silver and 2,000 Proof Gold coins
world-wide.
The coins commemorate
Shackleton's amazing trip in 1916 fol
lowing the loss of his ship Endurance
in the Weddell Sea. Shackleton and
his men escaped to Elephant Island.
With no hope of rescue from the is
land, Shackleton and a hand picked
crew set out in the James Caird, a small
open boat, in an attempt to reach the
whaling station on South Georgia.
When the exhausted crew finally
reached South Georgia after a danger
ous 800 mile voyage across the South
ern Ocean, they were faced with an
arduous journey with the most basic
of equipment across uncharted
mountains to the whaling station, a
journey that had never been at
tempted before. The journey was
successful, and eventually Shackleton
was able to rescue his men from
Elephant Island.
This coming season six adventur
ers plan to retrace Sir Ernest
Continued from Page 108
enthusiasm on our part, we were
soon out of the wind examining the
cavernous interior of the aircraft.
Kenny, armed with a spanner and
exploring the cockpit, glanced over
his shoulder at me in the rear of the
helicopter and commented, "You
know Duke, I like working with you".
"Why is that? " I said. "Well you are
just like me. You like beautiful
things".
In late February temperatures fell,
the sun no longer entered my 'donga'
Volume 19, No. 1, 2001

Shackleton's footsteps across South
Georgia carrying two of the
Shackelton coins with them. One coin
will be placed on Sir Ernest's grave
at Grytviken, and upon completion
of the expedition the other coin will
be auctioned with proceeds donated
to the Sir Ernest Shackleton Memo
rial Trust.
For further information regarding
the coins contact Christopher Evans,
Pobjoy Mint, Millennia House,
Kingswood Park, Bonsor Drive,
Kingswood, Surrey, KT20 6AY, Brit
ain. Ph. 0044 1737 818181, or email:
cevans@pobjoy.com
Expedition Leader Neil Laughton
and fellow expeditioner Rebecca
Harris zvith the two coins that zvill
go to Antarctica this season. The
pair are standing beside the James
Caird at Dulzvich College where
Sir Ernest Shackleton had been a
pupil.
door in the evening and blizzard con
ditions and snowfalls became more
frequent. By now most of the Snow
petrels had departed for places un
known, or had been eaten by Skuas.
Remaining bird life included a few
Wilson's Storm petrels and adult
Skuas with chicks about to fledge.
For us the work programme had been
fully completed and with the lower
ing of flags, a start was made to
decommission the base.
We left Law Base on 18 February
and after arriving at Davis, prepared

for the long journey home. On the
sandy beach in front of the station
were about 60 juvenile male Elephant
seals in two groups, looking like piles
of large logs. Some were moulting
and were frequently seen sparring in
the water, their bellowing, grunting
and snorting heard at all hours.
All station personnel volunteered
to help with Davis Station duties.
These included, bottling 'Homers',
the station's excellent free home brew,
washing bottles, 'slushy', 'bay watch',
Continued on Page 110
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'Saturday duties' and helping with
functions. A few memorable but cold
hours were spent one day in a Zodiac
catching icefish with wintering zoolo
gist Jacqui Le Croon. A five minute
debrief with each expeditioner was
held with Jeremy and Deputy Leader
Phil Smart, and then an ANARE Per
sonal Performance Indicators Report
was completed.
As the time for departure neared,
social activities included an 'In Flight
World Tour' on 'Qantas Flight 353'
and a superb end of summer dinner.
With total darkness now by 23:00, the
thin green laser beam from the Lidar
for measuring ozone depletion, was
seen reaching toward the upper
atmosphere. By midnight the
Southern Cross was visible and an
hour or two later, some spectacular
green auroras were seen.

FEATURE
Most of the summer party de
parted on Voyage 6 aboard the Au
rora Australis (Captain Peter Pearson)
on 26 February with a farewell cham
pagne party on the heli deck. The
Voyage Leader was Dr Graham Hosie
and Deputy Voyage Leader was
Andrew McEldowney. I felt sad leav
ing Davis, where I would have en
joyed to winter, but now I looked for
ward to arriving home. Ewan, other
summer staff and the CHINARE
party left on the MV Polar Bird on 6
March and our Russian colleagues
departed on the icebreaker Akademik
Federov on 2 May.
Science on Voyage 6 included bird
observations, water and temperature
sampling, continuous plankton re
cording and sightings of all species
of Southern Ocean whales and dol
phins. Memorable whale sightings
included a pod of Southern Right
whales beside the ship and further
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away, two Blue whales. After a final
quiz, a trawl deck barbecue and mu
sic from a string quartet of acoustic
scientists, Voyage 6 arrived in Hobart
on 9 March to a rapturous welcome.
Although there was considerable
satisfaction at seeing our field work
completed, the beauty and solitude
of Broknes, the ANARE camaraderie
and friends made along the way, pho
tographs and my detailed diary, will
all provide enduring memories of a
summer in the Larsemann Hills. All
that remains now is the writing of our
papers.
David Harrowfield, a geographer and
member of the Canterbury Branch of
the Society, was a Visiting Fellow with
the School of Geography and
Oceanography, ADFA, University of
New South Wales. Dr Jeremy Smith
kindly assisted with information and
Drs Jim Burgess and Margaret
Bradshaw read the draft and offered
useful suggestions.
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Polar traversers about to depart to the South Pole from Blue One on their separate journeys:
L to R: Ann Bancroft, Stane Klemenc and Liv Arneson. Photo: Max Wenden.

Illyshin 76 landing at Blue One. Photo: Max Wenden.
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